Effect of the legislative definition of the terms 'stillborn' and 'viable'. A medicolegal impasse.
Like so many other medicolegal issues, the legal procedure and legal consequences when a child is stillborn may seem simple and straightforward. However, in practice this is anything but the case. The legislative definitions of the terms 'stillborn' and 'viable' cause inordinate problems. Various legal, medical and social difficulties will only be obviated by amendment of the legal definitions of these terms--a task which should be initiated by the medical and nursing professions.